Prompts and other helpful hints…

· Remind the child where their tongue needs to be to make the sound. 

· Model the sound (ask the child to watch your mouth closely and listen very carefully) and encourage the child to imitate you. 

· Provide the child with positive feedback. Verbal praise goes a long way. “Wow, I like how you are remembering where to put your tongue” “You are doing great” “I am so proud of you” “That sounds wonderful” etc.

· If the child is having a hard time learning the sound, keep them from getting discouraged by saying “I can tell you are working hard” or “Nice try.” Be specific about what changes they need to make. If you see the child is getting discouraged, move onto something the child is successful at and go back to the difficult task at another time.

· Once the child can say the sound in isolation, complexity increases from saying the sound in single words, then in sentences, and then in conversation.

· It takes a lot of practice for the child to learn to use a new sound all of the time. We all know that old habits are hard to change. Be patient. It is okay to correct the child consistently by modeling the correct production but be careful not to draw negative attention to the child.  Don’t point out every error all the time or the child will become discouraged.
